—DAj Hereas the three and twentieth day of June, in the eight and 
"1 twentieth yeereofthe Raigne of Our late deare Siſter, Queene Eli- 

21 zabeth, foꝛ the repꝛeſſing of ſundzy intolerable offences, troubles, and 

%% j| diſturbances, as Well in the Church, as in the Ciuill Government of 
i, the ſtate and Common-weale, occaſioned by the diſoꝛderlp Pzinting 
1 and Selling of Bookes, a Decree was made in the high Court of 
|| Dtarre-chamber , containing many tuſt and pꝛouident Oꝛdinances 
ko pꝛeuenting of thole tnconuentences ; And amongſt the reſt, That 
no perſon oz perſons ſhould impꝛint, oz caule to be impꝛinted, any 
222@)| W0oke, Woke, oz Copy, againſt the fozme and meaning of any Re- 

| ſtraint oꝛ Oꝛdinante, contained, o2 to be contained in any Statute 02 
- Lawes ofthis Realme, oꝛ in anp Iniunttion, made oꝛ ſet fooꝛth by her Maieſtie, oꝛ her Pꝛiuie 
Countell; oꝛ againſt the true intent aud meaning of any Letters Patents, Commiſſions, oꝛ Pꝛo⸗ 
hibittons vnder the Great Seale of ENGLAND, oz contrary to any allowed Oꝛdinance, ſet 
downe foz the good Gonernance ofthe Company of Stationers within the City of London, vpon 
paine ofimpꝛilonment by the ſpace ofſixe Woneths, without Baile oz Mainepꝛiſe, and ſuch fur- 
therpuniſhmentasin the ſaidDecreets ſet downe; And that euery perſon that ſhould wittingly 
ſell, vtter, put to ſale, binde, ſtitch oꝛ ſow, o2 wittingly cauſe to be ſolde, vttered, put to ſale, vound, 


— 


ſtitched, oꝛ owed, any Bookes oz Copies whatloeuer, Pꝛinted contrary to the intent and true | 


meaning ofthe O2zvinances oꝛ Articlesafozeſatd, ſhould ſuffer three moneths impziſonment foz 
his oꝛ their offence. The true intent and meaning of which laid Decree Hath beene cauteloufly 
abuſed and eluded, by Pꝛinting in the parts beyond the Sea, and elſewhere,as well lundzp ledi⸗ 
tious, ſchiſmaticall, and ſcandalous Bookes and Pampplets, as allo ſuch allowed Bookes, 
Wozkes and Wiitings, as haue beene impꝛinted within the Realme, by ſuch, to whom the ſole 
Pꝛuting thereof by Letters Patents, 02 lawtull Oꝛdinante oz Authoitte doeth appertatine, ac- 
toꝛduig to the true intent of the ſatdDecree, and by impoꝛting the ſame into this Pur Realme, 
Wee Willing, not onely to tread in the ſteps of our laid deare Siſter, but to adde ſuch further 
ſtrengh as ſhall be meete, to thoſe pꝛouldent and good Oꝛders made in Her time, Baue thought 
fit to Pthliſh and declare vnto all Dur Subiects, That it is Our expꝛeſſe Will and Commande- 
ment, tzat the lald Decree be from hencefoo2th ſtrictly oblerued and put in execution. 
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And to meet with the malite and craft of ſuch, as by ſleight o2 cunning hall attempt, oꝛ goe a- 


bout to vndermine, o2auoid allozany part ofthe ſaid Decree,We doe ſtraitely pꝛohibit and fozbid, 


thatnoperlon oz perſons whatloeuer, either Our naturall bozne Subtect,Denizen,o2 Stranger, 


doe at any time hereatter, either within Dur owne Dominions, oꝛ without, impꝛint. oz cauſe to be 
-tmpainted, 02 bꝛing in, oz cauſe to be bꝛought in, into this Our Nealme, oꝛſow, ſtitch, binde, ſell, 
put ſale, oz dilperſe any ſeditious, ſchiſmaticall, oz other ſcandalous Bookes, oz Pamphlets 


whatloeuer, oꝛ any other booke oꝛ bookes (though lawfull oz allowed to bee Pzinted byſuch to 


whom the Pzinting thereof doth belong) which ſhall bePzintedcontrary tothe true intent okthe 
ſayd Decree, oꝛ ſhalbe Pzinted ont of this Realme, of purpoſe to avoyd the ſatdDecree, 02 any 
pꝛohibition oz reſtraint conteyned in any Letters Patents Pꝛiuiledge, oꝛ lawfull oꝛdinante, vpon 
patne of Our indignation and heaup diſpleaſure and of the paines, puniſhments and impꝛilon⸗ 
ments, ton tepned in the ſapd Decree, and ſuch further cenſures as by Our Court of Star- cham⸗ 
ber, and high Commiſſion relpectinely, hall be thought meet to be inflicted on them, foꝛ ſuch their 
offences, | | - wh 
And we doe ſtraitly charge,authoziſe, and command the Maſter and Keepers, 02 Warde ns of 
the Myſterie oꝛ Art of Stationers of the Citie of London, and their Sncceſſozs. aud their De- 
puties that they from time to time (taking with them ſuch officers, as in, oꝛ bytheir Charters 
oꝛ the ſaid Decree are appointed) doe make carefull and diligent ſearch foꝛ all ſuch ſcandalous and 
offenſive Bookes oz Pamphlets as are, oꝛ ſhall be impoꝛted into this Realme; oꝛ here impzinted. 
contrary to this Pur Nopall Commandement, and ſetze the lame, and doe their vttermoſt 
indeuours, aſwell foꝛ ſuppꝛeſlſing thereof, as fo2 bꝛinging the Offenders vnto Juſtice, as they the 
_ n Wardens, and their Deputies, and euer y ofthem will anlwere their neglect at their 
perils: 8 | | 

Willing, and hereby ſtraitly charging and tommanding all and euery Our Juſtices of Peace, 
Mapoꝛs, Sheriffes, Bayliffes, Conſtables, and Headbozoughes, and all Cuſtomers, Comptrol- 
lers, Searchers, Wayters, and all other Our Dfficers,Miniſters,and Subtects whatſoeuer, as 
they tender Pur fanour, and will auoyd Our indignation and diſpleaſure, from time to time, to 
their vttermoſt powers to ſee this Pur Royallpleaſure duely executed and to be ayding and alũ⸗ 
ſting to the perſons befoze mentioned in the due execution ofthis Our commandement. 


Giuen at Our Mannour of Hampton Court, the five and twentieth day ofSemptem. 
ber, in the one and twentieth yeere of Our Raigne of Great Britaine, France, 


and Ireland, 


Imprinted at London by Bonham Norcon, and Iohn Bill, 
Printers to the Kings moſt Excellent Maieſtie. 
AN O M. DC. XXIII. | 
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